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Notes at the ends of the several sections, with elaborate cross references to 
other cases involving the principles discussed, are apparently introduced with 
a like purpose of summing up results. Whether this is a virtue or not de- 
pends upon the point of view of the instructor. It will not meet the appro- 
bation of the extreme advocates of the laboratory method in the handling of 
cases, but it will be rather comforting to every good teacher who meets this 
demand from students so constantly. Possibly the advocates of the laboratory 
method may insist, on the basis of the old doctrine of total depravity, that 
what a student wants is per se bad for him. Whatever one's views as to the 
value of such work, it may be said that Professor Russell has done it well 

The cases in the several sections are well selected and properly arranged 
to show the development of the principles involved. The author seems to 
have made a special effort to bring the law down to date by the introduction 
of a relatively large number of late cases. 

With the exception of stating in his preface that he gives to Hadley v. 
Baxendale the distinction of an unabridged report, the author tells us nothing 
about his principle of editing, and therefore gives us no means of determin- 
ing how wisely he has steered between the Scylla and Charybdis of no editing 
and over editing. J. H. D. 



The Courts of the State of New York. Their History, Development and 
"Jurisdiction. By Henry W. Scott, of the New York Bar. New York: 
Wilson Publishing Co., 1909, pp. 506. 

This is an historical study of the various courts which have exercised 
jurisdiction in the territory now embraced within the State of New York 
since the landing of the Dutch at New Amsterdam in the early part of the 
seventeenth century. It therefore covers a period of almost three hundred 
years, which the author divides into two portions, the Colonial Period, from 
1623 to 1777, and the Constitutional Period, from 1777 to 1909. 

That New York has passed through a long and tedious experience, with 
almost every conceivable kind of judicial tribunal, is strikingly clear from 
a glance at this work. We are so accustomed to the idea that this country is 
young and that our own legal history is but an appendix to the history of 
English law, that one feels quite a shock of surprise as he sees these three 
centuries of shifting and changing judicial machinery unrolled before him. 

The author first takes up the development of the courts in chronological 
order, tracing the evolution of the early Dutch courts, the transition to the 
English procedure, and the many changes which the new-world conditions 
made necessary throughout the period of English supremacy. This he fol- 
lows with an account of the innovations resulting from the outbreak of the 
Revolutionary War, and a description of the new courts established under 
the constitution of the State of New York. These constitutional courts have 
had a checkered career, one system hardly becoming established before a 
new one was introduced. No other state has tried so many experiments 
along this line as New York, and the published reports of its long procession 
of courts have been a constant enigma to lawyers in other jurisdictions. 

Following this connected chronological discussion of the New York 
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courts, the author rearranges his material and presents it in the form of a 
complete separate treatment of each one of the courts mentioned in the first 
part of his book. 

The subject is a large one and admits of only the most cursory handling 
within the narow limits of this volume. Much of the information has 
apparently been obtained from original sources, but its value is greatly re- 
duced by the total lack of reference to these sources or to any authorities 
whatever. For this reason, if for no other, it can hardly be* deemed a notable 
contribution to legal literature. E. R. S. 



The Fixed Law of Patents, As Established by the Supreme Court of the 
United States and the Nine Circuit Courts of Appeals. By William 
Macomber. Boston : Little, Brown, and Company, 1909, pp. cxlv, 925. 

The author defines the Fixed Law of Patents as the decisions of the above 
mentioned courts, and says the work is intended to be an orderly statement 
of this "Fixed Law" in the exact language of the Court, except in minor 
instances, where such course is impossible, and to be absolutely authoritative 
because it is what the Courts have said and not what the author or anyone 
else thinks they have said. The scope of the book does not cover pleading, 
practice or procedure except as to matters peculiar to patent law, it does not 
touch patent soliciting nor trade-marks or copyrights, and all rules stated 
upon the authority of a court of original jurisdiction, no matter what the 
rule may be or how long it has been respected, are omitted. 

Within the foregoing limitations, defined by the author, the book is a valu- 
able digest, well and accurately printed and indexed with a good table of 
cases. The author appears to have quoted from all of the principal cases, 
of the class described, which possess quotable language, though, as he states, 
there are some cases which have been omitted, as for instance, Wold v. 
Thayer & Chandler, 148 Fed. Rep. 227-229, which states "drawings are merely 
illustrative, not working plans" and might, therefore, have been properly 
cited under the heading of "Drawings" at 323 as well as under "Estoppel" 
page 347. 

The work is unquestionably a valuable addition to the digests of a patent 
specialist's office, but a standard text book on patents which discusses sub- 
jects completely and in a connected way should be of more value to the 
"general practitioner — for the lawyer looking for general principles," who is 
buying but a single book upon the subject of patents. D. B. C. 



The Evolution of Law. A historical review based upon the author's Com- 
mentaries on the Evolution of Law. By Henry W. Scott, of the 
New York Bar. New York: Borden Press Publishing Co., 1908, 
pp. 165. 
This is a "study of the history and development of the law, from its 
most primitive beginning and from the most ancient civilization," in eighty- 
four small and much padded pages. Naturally it is extremely general and 



